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LIA Malaysia 2018 is an intensive 16-week programme of 
practical skills and expert mentoring aimed at empowering 
individuals and teams from early-stage innovation projects or
businesses to develop their commercial models, validate their 
target markets, raise investment and enter and expand 
their product reach in the global market place.

Join us in Kuala Lumpur this summer where the 
LIA Malaysia community will be forged, 
bringing together the best and brightest 
Malaysian entrepreneurs in one place, to 
build, explore, learn and collaborate - 
supported by expert international
mentors and innovative workshop 
events designed to accelerate your 
project or business and achieve your 
goals.

Build, Explore, Learn, Create. Collaborate 
with your peers. Access expert 
international mentoring and advice from 

entrepreneurs who’ve been there. Develop 
your international commercialisation plan 

and pitch and secure investment for your 
innovation project or business.

What is the LIA Malaysia 2018 
Accelerator programme?

Why Accelerate?

 The accelerator programme is aimed at Malaysian innovators 
and technology entrepreneurs with early-stage innovations or 
newly-formed technology-based businesses that have high-
growth global-market potential. 
 
Participants should be based in Malaysia, and applications are 

open to researchers, academics, independent 
technology entrepreneurs and early-stage 

technology start-ups and spin-outs. Applicants 
should be passionate about transforming 

their idea into an investment ready 
opportunity, and willing and able to 
commit half a day per week for 16 weeks 
to the programme.

Who should apply?
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We are looking for applicants with the following...
 
• Projects that are technology based (tangible engineering 

innovation or scientific advances and discoveries) from Life 
Sciences, Software Engineering, Physical Sciences, Social 
Sciences, Digital, Agritech, Cleantech or Food Sciences  
sectors.

• Innovations which have existing intellectual property or have 
the potential to become protectable.

• Innovations with strong international market potential (end 
users, licensees, commercial partners etc) outside of  
Malaysia.

• Innovations with data to support the underlying technical 
concept. Applicants submitting evidence of research and/or 
lab testing will be prioritised.

• We particularly welcome applications for innovations  
developed out of the publicly funded research sector (LIF  

fellows, other Newton Fund grant 
receivers, and GCIP alumni) 

• We are looking for  
applicants with a passion 

and interest in seeing their 
innovation developed and 
launched in the  
international market and 
who are able to commit 
an average of 1/2 a day 
a week of their time, 
for 16 weeks during the 

acceleration phase of the 
programme.

What is the selection criteria?

Stage 1: 
Selection

Applications Open May 2nd

Applications Close July 16th

Stage 2: 
Bootcamp

Bootcamp shortlist 
announced July 30th

Bootcamp August 14-16th

Chosen accelerator 
teams announced August 23rd

Stage 3:
Accelerator

Accelerator 
kick-off September 3rd

Final Pitch January TBC
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Frequently Asked Questions...

Q. Are there any costs associated with joining the programme?

A. The programme is free but you are expected to cover your 
own travel, accommodation and subsistence costs for the 3 day
Bootcamp and the final pitching day stage of the programme.

Q. Do I need to have a full business plan to apply for the 
programme?
 
A. No, you don’t have to. Preparing a well-structured business 
plan that meets the standards expected by international 
investors is a key output and deliverable of the programme. 

Q. How will the “Mentor Matching” part of the programme 
work?

A. At the begining of the Accelerator Programme each team will 
be presented with a list of mentor’s and their profiles, they will 
be asked to select their top 3 prefered mentors. Mentors will 
prioritise teams based on his/her own sector focus; previous 
work or investment experience and most often whether the two 
parties “click”. We expect most teams will be assigned their 
mentor of choice.

Q. If I am not selected for the LIA Malaysia Accelerator 
Programme, will I receive any feedback?

A. If you are selected for the Bootcamp phase, but don’t make 
the shortlist for the Accelerator phase we will provide you with 
feedback via email. 
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Q. How will I interact with my mentor? 

A. All mentors will be based in the UK and will be working with 
you remotly. During the 16-weeks period of mentored 
accelerator support, you will exchange ideas and suggestions 
with your mentor mostly via emails, skype calls, or instant 
messaging. The programme organisers will work closely with 
you to ensure communication is smooth and effective.

Q. How do you manage confidential information submitted by 
applicants during the application phase of the programme?

It is important that you only submit non confidential technical 
information to us (i.e. information that is in the public domain) so 
as not to compromise your ability to protect any future 
intellectual property rights around your innovation. 

The information that you supply to us in the application form is 
confidential and will only be used by select individuals from the 
Newton-Ungku Omar Fund Initiative, The Royal Academy of 
Engineering, MIGHT and Oxentia to asses your suitability to 
participate in the LIA Mayalsia 2018 Leaders in Innovation 
Accelerator Programme.

We will not, under any circumstances, publish or share any of 
the details given in this form with any individual, company or 
institution.

If you have any questions about this statement or your 
intellectual property rights in relation to the application process 
or the programme as a whole, please email: 
hello@innovationleaders.global.
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The Royal Academy of Engineering
Leaders in Innovation Fellowships (LIF)

The Newton-Ungku Omar Fund (NUOF)

The Newton-Ungku Omar Fund 
(NUOF) is a joint initiative 

established to develop and 
support the research and 
innovation collaboration 
between UK and 
Malaysia, with a UK 
Government investment of 
£35 million up until 2021 
and matched resources from 

the Malaysian government. 
The Fund plays a vital role in 

growing the capabilities and 
capacities of Malaysia’s scientific 

community, allowing local 
researchers the opportunity to collaborate with research 
partners in the UK on projects that address specific issues 
pertaining to the global challenge of climate change and 
sustainability. There are currently 18 UK & Malaysian 
organisations working together to offer a series of funding 
opportunities for researchers, and approximately 130 funding 
grants having been awarded to successful recipients between 
2015 to early 2018. 
 
NUOF is part of the UK’s Newton Fund that aims to build 
research and innovation partnerships with 18 partner countries 
worldwide to support their economic development and social 
welfare, and to develop their research and innovation capacity 
for long-term sustainable growth. The Newton Fund is managed 
by UK Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy 
(BEIS), and is part of the UK’s official development assistance 
(ODA). 

Working with a select number of 
partner countries, the primary 

objective of the Royal Academy 
of Engineering’s Leaders in 
Innovation Fellowships (LIF) 
programme is to build the 
capacity of researchers 
for entrepreneurship and 
commercialisation of their 
research. More broadly, the 

programme creates 
international networks of 

innovators and technology 
entrepreneurs.

 The programme is aimed at researchers within the partner 
country who are in the process of developing a business 
proposition for their innovation. A select cohort of researchers 
from that country will benefit from a focused period of training 
in the UK, access to expert mentors, and opportunities for 
international networking. In the short term they will develop, 
with the support of the programme, a commercialisation plan 
for their innovation. In the long term they will benefit from on-
going support at their home institution, and access to an 
international network of peer innovators and mentors, in taking 
their commercialisation plan forward.

The Leaders in Innovation Fellowship programme is being 
delivered by the Academy as part of the UK Newton Fund.
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Oxentia

The Malaysian Industry-Government 
Group for High Technology (MIGHT) 

was established on 22 February 
1993 as the technology 

think-tank under the purview 
of the Prime Minister’s 
Department. It is governed 
by a Board of Directors, 
helmed through the joint-
chairmanship of prominent 
private sector personality 

and the Science Advisor to 
the Prime Minister. MIGHT 

emphasis on market intelligence 
initiatives using the foresight 

practices and methodology to identify 
technology and business opportunities. MIGHT is built on the 
strength of public-private partnership with members 
representing both local and international organisations.

Oxentia Ltd is an innovation 
management and technology 

commercialisation consultancy 
founded in 2004 as an

operating division within 
Oxford University Innovation
Ltd (OUI), the world leading 
technology transfer company 
of the University of Oxford. 
Oxentia’s mission is to 
provide high quality 

innovation management 
consulting services and advice, 

derived directly from practitioners’ 
perspectives, to organisations 

around the world – adding value and 
enabling economic growth at all levels.

 For thirteen years, Oxentia has been engaging with academics 
from research institutions and universities, as well as large 
corporate businesses and SMEs, university spin-outs, research 
organisations, and governments. Our team has an exceptional 
blend of technical and commercial experience that cuts across 
most of the research disciplines, including digital, electronics, 
materials, engineering, device and life science sectors which 
makes us uniquely suited to engage with international tech-
based innovators from a research environment.
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How do I apply? What happens next?
Applications for LIA Malaysia 2018 close on the 16th of July 
2018 at 23:59 MYT.

On the 30th of July we’ll let you know if your team has been one 
of the luckly 30 projects  invited to take part in an exciting 3 day 
Bootcamp in Kuala Lumpur.

From the Bootcamp stage just 15 teams will then be shortlisted 
and invited to join the 16 week accelerator, with a final pitching 
day scheduled for early January 2019.

How can I contact the programme?
Drop us an email and we’ll get right back to you: hello@innovationleaders.global
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To apply for the programme (as a team or an individual) simply 
click on the “Application Form” link on the website: 
www.InnovationLeaders.global complete the form and submit it 
before the closing date, the 16th of July 2018 23:59 MYT. 

If you are working for a university or research institute you will 
need permission from your line manager to participate, you can 
download the “Line Manager Approval” form and ask your 
manager to read and sign it, it can then be attached to the 
application form before submitting (or email it to 
hello@innovationleaders.global).


